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Executive Summary
The purpose of this project was to prepare a 15 to 20 year Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan (PRMP) that will provide a framework for decisions 
related to parks and recreation land, facilities, resources, programs, 
infrastructure and investment for the City of Fort St. John. Multiple 
engagement methods were used to obtain input from over 700 residents, 
including participants from the Peace River Regional District and District of 
Taylor. 

Parks and recreation offer many benefits that are environmental, social, 
economic and personal. This Master Plan will help the City achieve its goals 
of being a place for nature, business and families. Once community input on 
the draft Master Plan is received, a full implementation plan with costing and 
phasing will be prepared.

Vision of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan

The vision of the PRMP is as follows: 

Fort St. John      
will be a community 

where nature 
lives, recreation 

opportunities abound, 
and families are 
active and flourish   
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Master Plan Overview
Fort St. John has a wide range of community and neighbourhood parks, 
trails, outdoor recreation amenities, indoor recreation facilities and 
recreation programs and services. The main focus of this Master Plan is on 
improving these assets, and planning for more to support population growth. 
The following are the key findings and recommendations: 

Parkland Supply
Fort St. John has 42 municipally owned parks covering over 160 hectares

The overall supply of parkland in relation to Fort St. John’s population is 
adequate, though some key acquisitions could help to improve access 
to parks for some neighbourhoods, and more parkland will be needed to 
support the population in new developments. 

 ■ Consider acquisition of parkland in existing developed areas to meet 
specific needs as opportunities arise.

 ■ Obtain a park space downtown similar in size to the 100 Street by 100 
Avenue site. 

 ■ Establish stated guidelines for acquiring active parkland in new 
developments. 

 ■ Work with developers to obtain natural areas as parkland in addition to 
the 5% parkland dedication. 

 ■ Rezone de facto parks to Park zoning.

Trails 
The City has 15 kilometres (km) of paved pathways and a total of 29 km of 
mapped paths

Fort St. John has some highly valued trails that are well used and 
maintained, but the trail system has poor connectivity between trail 
segments. Additional trails and associated infrastructure are needed for 
pedestrians, cyclists, dog-walkers, and winter activities.

 ■ Plan for new trail connections and apply stated trail planning and design 
principles.

 ■ Establish stated guidelines for the planning of trails in new 
developments. 

 ■ Work with other City departments to coordinate the implementation of 
bike lanes with off-road trails. 

 ■ Coordinate with the PRRD to connect City trails with regional trails to 
destinations such as Charlie Lake, Beatton River and Peace River.

 ■ Build new trails and provide additional trail amenities. 
 ■ Continue and expand trail snow plowing. 
 ■ Support community groups in grooming cross-country ski trails.
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Park Design and Development 
Priority parks for Master Plans are Centennial Park, Kin Park, Surerus Park 
and Toboggan Hill Park

The quality of many of the City’s parks is a major challenge related to 
parks, as many need upgrading to meet typical standards. Continued 
improvements in the design, planning and maintenance of parks are 
needed, as well as new amenities to bring more green space and natural 
areas into active use.

 ■ Conduct Park Master Plans for specific parks that have the greatest 
opportunities.  

 ■ Upgrade existing parks. 
 ■ Design and upgrade parks using the stated planning process and 

design guidelines that include improved accessibility. 
 ■ Establish a process for involving City staff with expertise in parks and 

recreation planning in the review of developer-designed parks. 
 ■ Establish new protocols for park fencing.
 ■ Improve park signage with clear, simple signs. 
 ■ Encourage School District 60 to invite City input into the design of 

school sites. 
 ■ Establish a process for reviewing new activities or park amenities 

according to stated criteria. 
 ■ Identify potential green spaces that could be improved to be active 

parks in neighbourhoods lacking active parks. 
 ■ Explore partnerships with the owners of land designated as Natural 

Areas in the OCP for activities such as trails and potential off-leash dog 
walking. 

 ■ Support community volunteer programs that can assist with the citizen-
led beautification of the City. 

Sports Fields and Ball Diamonds 
Fort St. John residents play more baseball/softball and less soccer than 
comparable communities 

Fort St. John has many ball diamonds and some sports fields that are well 
used. Additional higher quality and well-maintained sports fields will be 
needed to accommodate population growth and new kinds of sports.

 ■ Encourage ball players to extend hours of practice to include weekends. 
 ■ Partner with School District 60 on upgrading school sports fields that are 

large enough and appropriately sited to accommodate community use. 
 ■ Develop new sports fields and ball diamonds as needed to support 

population growth in the City and surrounding areas. 
 ■ Contribute to a higher level of maintenance on school sports fields that 

are upgraded.
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Winter Use 
34% of households in and near the City go tobogganing or sledding in parks

Winter activities are popular in Fort St. John, and many amenities exist 
to support them. More and better amenities might encourage greater 
participation. 

 ■ Explore opportunities to expand the all-season trail network in the City. 
 ■ Explore opportunities to allow for expansion of the cross-country ski 

trails as part of the proposed municipal boundary expansion. 
 ■ In the boundary expansion areas, explore potential locations for another 

tobogganing hill that could be located within a park.  
 ■ Continue plowing all-season trails as the network expands over time. 
 ■ Continue to flood outdoor ice rinks, increasing outdoor ice opportunities 

over time.
 ■ Continue to maintain outdoor ice surfaces in municipal parks and 

explore the option of providing this service at school sites. 
 ■ Encourage and support community groups in expanding the cross-

country ski trails and connecting them to trails outside the City. 
 ■ Continue to support volunteer groups in the maintenance of outdoor ice 

rinks.  

Other Park Amenities 
Fort St. John has about 18 public playgrounds 
Community parks in Fort St. John are large and have a capacity for 
multiple activities, so use could be increased by providing new amenities in 
association with overall park upgrading. Addressing deficiencies, such as 
dog off-leash areas and washrooms, and providing additional amenities will 
be needed to serve the growing population. 

 ■ Plan for stated amenities as part of upgrading and building new parks. 

Parks Operations and Maintenance 
51% of households in and near Fort St. John have dogs 

Multiple parks operations and maintenance tasks are undertaken and 
appreciated by the community, though in some cases maintenance has not 
kept up with increasing use and needs.

 ■ Increase operations resources and budgets as the population and 
pressure on park resources increase. 

 ■ Explore the possibility of increasing maintenance of paths and trails, 
including snow plowing. 

 ■ Invite community participation in the clean-up and care of parks by 
organizing special events for volunteers and through “adopt a park” or 
“adopt a trail” programs. 
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 ■ Work with police and social service organizations to increase monitoring 
of parks and to address the needs of the homeless population or those 
otherwise conducting vandalism in parks, considering park closures in 
certain locations at night. 

 ■ Implement CPTED principles in park maintenance. 
 ■ Establish a no-littering bylaw and install no-littering signage.
 ■ Conduct an urban forestry plan to support the need for more trees on 

City land and to encourage proper planting and maintenance of trees in 
the City. 

 ■ Increase the enforcement of animal control bylaws. 

Indoor Recreation 
Fort St. John has significantly more indoor ice rinks in relation to the 
population than comparable cities

Fort St. John has some outstanding indoor recreation facilities that support 
a range of activities, though improvements to existing facilities are needed. 
New facilities are also required to meet new demands and expectations. 

 ■ Plan for and develop a new gymnastics facility as part of a multiplex. 
 ■ Plan for and develop a multiplex as stated, phased as resources 

become available. 
 ■ Refer to the Community Recreation Facility Construction Policy when 

planning, designing, and developing recreation facilities. 

Life Cycle Budgeting 
Fort St. John reinvests in recreation facilities through a five-year rolling 
capital plan, and some facilities need significant investment or replacement.

 ■ Develop a life cycle renewal policy and process for recreation and parks 
infrastructure as stated. 

Programs and Events
There are at least 19 annual special events in and near the City

Fort St. John offers a variety of inclusive program and event opportunities. 
Additional services need to be offered and promoted with municipal, non-
profit, private-sector and school district support.

 ■ Maintain the City’s current approach to the delivery of programs and 
events through a combination of direct and indirect delivery, working to 
fill gaps in non-profit and private sector service provision.

 ■ Formalize and facilitate an ongoing program and event needs 
identification process. 

 ■ Increase programs and events, and use the focus areas (e.g., 
demographic, topic, season) identified via trends scanning and 
community input to guide efforts. 
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 ■ Encourage and support additional events in the City, especially in the 
winter. 

 ■ Establish a consolidated events schedule for all City and community-
organized events and improve the communication and promotion of 
events. 

 ■ Continue to market and promote opportunities and increase the focus 
of public messaging to include information about financial assistance 
programs.

 ■ Bolster support to financial assistance programs to ensure that low-
income residents can afford to participate in recreation where possible.  

Allocation, Fees and Charges 
Fort St. John currently has a robust recreation allocation policy and 
reasonable fees. Standards of play have not yet been determined with user 
groups.

 ■ Retain the current allocation system or policy and explore alignment 
of the system with broader strategic directions and the development of 
standards of play as facility capacity pressures heighten. 

 ■ Undertake a detailed unit costing analysis consistent with the one 
conducted in 2011/2012.  

 ■ When the bylaw is updated to include the new unit costs, include the 
commitment that “no one will be turned away from accessing a public 
leisure service due to inability to pay”. 

Implementation  
Fort St. John has numerous collaborations and positive relationships 
with regional municipalities and non-profit groups. There is no joint use 
agreement with School District 60.

 ■ Explore opportunities for inter-municipal collaboration in the provision of 
recreation facilities and spaces during the development of new facilities 
and the renewal of existing facilities. 

 ■ Establish a modern and effective Joint Use Agreement based on the 
premise of maximizing use of publicly funded facilities. 

 ■ Continue to explore partnership opportunities with School District 60 
when new and or enhanced indoor or outdoor recreation spaces are 
contemplated.


