
 

 

 

City of Fort St. John  
Official Community Plan 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

1. What is the Official Community Plan (OCP)? 
An Official Community Plan is the highest level policy document – it informs and guides how the 
community grows for the next 15+ years. The OCP is a bylaw adopted by Council that sets out the vision, 
objectives and policies that will guide the future growth and development of the City of Fort St. John. It 
integrates policies on land use, economic development, environmental stewardship, municipal services and 
infrastructure, transportation, protective services, community facilities and services to set out a clear path 
for elected officials and staff to follow. 

2. Why do we need an Official Community Plan? 
It guides every decision by Council and Staff so they stay on track with what the community said is 
important. The Official Community Plan provides a regulatory framework to guide how the City evaluates 
and approves future development. It will provide clear direction for how Fort St. John should grow in the 
coming years so that our growth is well planned and supports the community’s vision for the future. 

3. Does Fort St. John already have an Official Community Plan? 
Yes. The current Official Community Plan was adopted in 2011. Since that time, a lot has happened in Fort 
St. John, including implementing of a variety of new master plans, strategies and other policies. The City has 
also been faced with an accelerated growth rate, and is now weathering an economic downturn. All of these 
factors make it time for an update that accounts for these changes and positions Fort St. John to better plan 
for the future. 

Visit http://www.fortstjohn.ca/node/12313 for the current Official Community Plan. 

  



 

 

 

4. What legal status does an Official Community Plan have? 
All Official Community Plans are prepared under the authority of the Local Government Act. The Local 
Government Act describes an Official Community Plan as a comprehensive guiding document, primarily in 
relation to land use planning. The Local Government Act outlines required policy components (e.g. 
approximate location, amount and type of residential development to meet the community's expected 
housing needs for the next five years) and optional components (e.g. policies relating to social well-being in 
the community). In the past, Fort St. John has chosen to include a wide range of “optional” policy areas in its 
Official Community Plan, including policies related to affordable housing, complete streets, accessibility, 
cultural diversity and economic development. These all help the community move forward in areas where a 
local government can influence the overall quality of life of a community.  

The Local Government Act also states that a local government is not obligated to immediately meet the 
objectives of the Official Community Plan or to undertake any project included in the plan, or to 
retroactively amend existing bylaws. However, all of the City's policies, plans, capital projects or bylaws 
created after adoption of its Official Community Plan must conform to it. For example, the Zoning Bylaw 
should be made consistent with the Official Community Plan over time. 

5. Who creates the Official Community Plan? 
Our community does. Every person is asked to provide some input:  City Council, City staff, First Nations, 
community groups, stakeholders, government agencies, children, seniors etc.  Council will adopt an Official 
Community Plan that they believe best represents the interests and objectives of the community as a whole. 

6. How can you get involved? 

Social Media –  ‘Like us’ on the City of Fort St. John Facebook page or @fortstjohn on Twitter to stay up to 
date on this process. Use the #ourvisionFSJ hashtag to chat about it! 

Workshops – June 20th - 22nd, at the Pomeroy Sports Centre, 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  Check PlaceSpeak for for 
meeting times. 

World Cafés – June 14th - 16th, 2016 at Whole Wheat and Honey, 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. This is an RSVP event, so 
please contact Jeryn Mackey at jmackey@urbansystems.ca by June 10th for more information or to register. 

Event Booths – Over the coming months, planning team representatives will be setting up booths at various 
community events to present information to residents and get your feedback. Our first event booth will be at 
the Canada Day festivities in Centennial Park on July 1st, 2016. 

“Stop ‘n Chat” – Book an appointment with Renee Jamurat, Planning Manager, at the City’s Development 
Services Department (Beaton Building) during regular business hours, to discuss your ideas and thoughts for 
the future of Fort St. John.  



 

 

 

Community Surveys – Will be available online through PlaceSpeak (#ourvisionfsj). Hard copies will also be 
available at City Hall and other strategic locations throughout the community. 

Graffiti Walls – Set up in the community from June 8th to 27th for people to place their comments on. The 
walls are located at:    

• Pomeroy Sports Centre 

• Whole Wheat & Honey 

• North Peace Cultural Centre 

• North Peace Senior Secondary School 

• City Hall lobby 

• Fort St. John Seniors Hall Branch #58 

• North Peace Leisure Pool 

There are a number of key topic areas that will be reviewed in depth as part of the Official Community Plan 
update such as:  

• Residential Land Use and Housing 

• Commercial Land Use 

• Industrial Land Use 

• Economic Development 

• Transportation 

• Environmental Stewardship 

• Protective Services 

• Municipal Water, Sewer and Stormwater Infrastructure 

• Education 

• Arts, Culture and Heritage 

You can find the background documents for the many topics on the City’s OCP website – fortstjohn.ca/OCP 
– or on PlaceSpeak at #ourvisionFSJ 

If you have any questions on the Official Community Plan, please email: ocp@fortstjohn.ca or call 250-787-
8150. To receive email alerts on new opportunities to participate or receive updated information register on 
the PlaceSpeak site (#ourvisionfsj). 
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7. How will the Official Community Plan be developed? 
All of the information gathered though the surveys, public workshops, and conversations.  A draft will be 
created that captures the issues most important to citizens. That draft will then be presented to Council for 
their feedback. A final draft will be created and a public hearing held to gather any additional feedback from 
citizens. Once the final version is complete it will be approved by Council at a public meeting and it 
becomes a City Bylaw.   

8. What is the difference between the Official Community Plan and the 
Zoning Bylaw? 
An Official Community Plan is a broad, high-level policy tool, and a future-oriented document. It describes 
that we want to see in the future. An Official Community Plan is less prescriptive than the Zoning Bylaw. The 
Official Community Plan includes policies, land use designations and a land use designation map to provide 
guidelines for the type and location of growth that Council will support. It also includes development permit 
areas and related design guidelines that provide additional guidance for development. City Council is 
unable to approve a rezoning application that is not consistent with the Official Community Plan. 

The Zoning Bylaw is a regulatory tool that describes what is present on the ground today. A Zoning Bylaw 
includes more specific and prescriptive requirements that new development must comply with (e.g. 
permitted density, site coverage, land use and parking). The Zoning Bylaw helps to implement the Official 
Community Plan. An Official Community Plan and a Zoning Bylaw do not need to match. This is because the 
Official Community Plan describes the future we are striving for and the Zoning Bylaw describes what is 
present today. 


